
From: Lightner, Louis (HHS/ASPR/OPEO)
To: Patrick Young/R6/USEPA/US@EPA; Elizondo, Epi (HHS/OPHS); Petty, Marjorie (HHS/IGA)
Cc: Cote, Mick (HHS/ASPR/OPEO)
Subject: RE: Oil spill may endanger human health, officials say
Date: 05/07/2010 02:05 PM
Attachments: Daily Summary MC 252 Oil Spill 5_6.pdf

MS_CANYON_252_SitRep_5_6_2010.doc

Patrick,
 
Thanks for sending this news article.  For everyone, I’ve attached
some additional information that gives a good picture of what is
going on in LA:
 
·        The Daily Summary MC 252 Oil Spill 5-6.pdf – which shows air

monitoring all along the Gulf coast and shows all good.
·        The LA daily Situation Report which shows their primary concerns

are along the coast and are the fishing and mollusk producing
habitats.

·        I have been in contact with Dr. Rosanne Prats, the DHH
Emergency Manager and RADM Elizondo has been in contact with
Dr. Guidry, the State Medical Officer – both have been monitoring
and in touch with their hospitals in reference to any surge in EDs
for respiratory irritation and there has been none.

 
If you have any questions, please call or e-mail.
 
Skip Lightner
214 601-1103

From: Young.Patrick@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Young.Patrick@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, May 07, 2010 12:44 PM
To: PSC jones.steve epamail.epa.gov; Elizondo, Epi (HHS/OPHS); Lightner, Louis (HHS/ASPR/OPEO);
Petty, Marjorie (HHS/IGA); MRyan@lsuhsc.edu
Cc: Pettigrew.George@epamail.epa.gov; Safay.Robert@epamail.epa.gov; Nickle, Richard
(ATSDR/DTEM/PRMSB); Johnson.Mark@epamail.epa.gov
Subject: Fw: Oil spill may endanger human health, officials say
 

Patrick Young, MS, RS
CDR, US Public Health Service
EPA/ATSDR
ATSDR Regional Rep., Region VI
1445 Ross Ave 6SF-L
Dallas, Texas 75202
214-665-8562
young.patrick@epa.gov 
----- Forwarded by Patrick Young/R6/USEPA/US on 05/07/2010 12:41 PM -----

Fw: Oil spill may endanger human health, officials say
 
Jon Rauscher to: Patrick Young 05/07/2010 12:14 PM

mailto:Louis.Lightner@hhs.gov
mailto:Patrick Young/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
mailto:Epi.Elizondo@hhs.gov
mailto:Marjorie.Petty@hhs.gov
mailto:Mick.Cote@hhs.gov


 

Dr Guidry is quoted. 

----- Forwarded by Jon Rauscher/R6/USEPA/US on 05/07/2010 12:13 PM -----
From: Glenn Adams/R4/USEPA/US
To: "Steve Spurlin" <spurlin.steve@epa.gov>, kenneth rhame/r4/usepa/us, Robert  Safay/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, "Jon Rauscher"

<Rauscher.Jon@epamail.epa.gov>
Date: 05/07/2010 08:21 AM
Subject: Fw: Oil spill may endanger human health,  officials say

 

FYI 
  
Glenn Adams, Chief 
Technical Services Section 
Superfund Division 
EPA Region 4 
404-562-8771 

    ----- Original Message ----- 
    From: Ofia Hodoh 
    Sent: 05/07/2010 08:42 AM EDT 
    To: Glenn Adams 
    Subject: Oil spill may endanger human health, officials say 
Interesting article from Yahoo news about EPA's air monitoring efforts and human health effects of the
smoke.

Oil spill may endanger human health, officials say 
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AP – In this image provided by the U.S. Navy Members of Elastec/American Marine
Inc., a marine science engineering … 

Play Video Video:Huge boom lowered onto Gulf oil spill KGW NewsChannel
8 Portland, Ore. 

Play Video Video:Researcher: Oil slick could reach Fla. next week AP 

Play Video Video:SF-Based Group Gathers Hair To Mop Up Oil Spill CBS 5
San Francisco 
By JOHN FLESHER, AP Environmental Writer John Flesher, Ap Environmental
Writer – 1 hr 47 mins ago 
NEW ORLEANS – With a huge and unpredictable oil slick drifting in the Gulf of Mexico,
state and federal authorities are preparing to deal with a variety of hazards to human health
if and when the full brunt of the toxic mess washes ashore. 
The list of potential threats runs from temporary, minor nuisances such as runny noses and
headaches to long-term risks such as cancer if contaminated seafood ends up in the
marketplace. While waiting to see how bad things will get, public health agencies are
monitoring air quality, drinking water supplies and seafood processing plants and advising
people to take precautions. 

"We don't know how long this spill will last or how much oil we'll be dealing with, so
there's a lot of unknowns," said Dr. Jimmy Guidry, Louisiana's state health director. "But
we're going to make things as safe as humanly possible." 

Oil has been spewing into the Gulf at a rate of at least 200,000 gallons a day since an
offshore drilling rig exploded on April 20, killing 11 people. Little if any has reached land
thus far, but shifts in wind speed and direction could propel the slick toward populated areas.

In a possible hint of things to come, a foul stench drifted over parts of southwestern
Louisiana last week. The oil probably was the culprit, said Alan Levine, secretary of the
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, whose office heard about dozens of

http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=Ai511GsPsSrzRRzuRl6WCEOp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTBwZG5xcWxsBHBvcwMxMQRzZWMDdG9wBHNsawNyZWRkaXQ-/SIG=13m8g2c1g/**http%3A/reddit.com/submit%3Furl=http%3A/news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100507/ap_on_re_us/us_gulf_oil_spill_health_effects
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AuMsLWDd_AfQz0E4UWMrDjep_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTB1NGptcmduBHBvcwMxMgRzZWMDdG9wBHNsawNzdHVtYmxldXBvbg--/SIG=174o9t7rl/**http%3A/www.stumbleupon.com/submit%3Furl=http%3A/news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100507/ap_on_re_us/us_gulf_oil_spill_health_effects%26title=Oil%2Bspill%2Bmay%2Bendanger%2Bhuman%2Bhealth%252C%2Bofficials%2Bsay%2B-%2BYahoo%2521%2BNews
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AnDXFfs0DisFP6SYx47_upOp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTB0ZGFtNWo4BHBvcwMxMwRzZWMDdG9wBHNsawN0ZWNobm9yYXRp/SIG=149vhde77/**http%3A/technorati.com/faves%3Fsub=addfavbtn%26add=http%3A/news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100507/ap_on_re_us/us_gulf_oil_spill_health_effects
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=ArdDEUYSmvzewOMoSvSO7Wup_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTB2aDBhcHBqBHBvcwMxNARzZWMDdG9wBHNsawN5YWhvb25ic3Bib28-/SIG=18c0dvgg0/**http%3A/myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet%3Ft=Oil%2Bspill%2Bmay%2Bendanger%2Bhuman%2Bhealth%252C%2Bofficials%2Bsay%2B-%2BYahoo%2521%2BNews%26u=http%3A/news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100507/ap_on_re_us/us_gulf_oil_spill_health_effects%26ei=UTF-8%26ts=1273235602
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100507/ap_on_re_us/us_gulf_oil_spill_health_effects/print
http://news.yahoo.com/nphotos/US-Coast-Guard-fishing-vessels-Deepwater-Horizon/photo/100507/480/urn_publicid_ap_org078fe5afa25d4206b10b97130c0a18b7/s:/ap/20100507/ap_on_re_us/us_gulf_oil_spill_health_effects
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/belo_portland_kgw/av_belo_portland_kgw/0af725b5bf16e42bb8a17b79b0f73f8e/36074538;_ylt=Ajb006A6xu_lclhrdTWL4zWp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFiYTk5Z3ZjBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtdGh1bWI-/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19632733
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/belo_portland_kgw/av_belo_portland_kgw/0af725b5bf16e42bb8a17b79b0f73f8e/36074538;_ylt=Ajb006A6xu_lclhrdTWL4zWp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFiYTk5Z3ZjBHBvcwMyBHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtdGh1bWI-/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19632733
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/belo_portland_kgw/av_belo_portland_kgw/0af725b5bf16e42bb8a17b79b0f73f8e/36074538;_ylt=ApLqFIlaWM69LjCaSSK9vkCp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFhN2I1NmMzBHBvcwMzBHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtbGluaw--/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19632733
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/belo_portland_kgw/av_belo_portland_kgw/0af725b5bf16e42bb8a17b79b0f73f8e/36074538;_ylt=ApLqFIlaWM69LjCaSSK9vkCp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFhN2I1NmMzBHBvcwMzBHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtbGluaw--/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19632733
http://news.yahoo.com/i/3193;_ylt=AsknivkayZSxUuMtfZ6BXeCp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFibWt0Mjk5BHBvcwM0BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtcHJvdmk-
http://news.yahoo.com/i/3193;_ylt=AsknivkayZSxUuMtfZ6BXeCp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFibWt0Mjk5BHBvcwM0BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtcHJvdmk-
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/ap_av/av_ap3_us/4e5052d35d79c6ce03db8e8e4350a376/36073105;_ylt=Avt.DND.RToV9AtnNpmZTcWp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFiNzZjZjByBHBvcwM1BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtdGh1bWI-/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19620359
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/ap_av/av_ap3_us/4e5052d35d79c6ce03db8e8e4350a376/36073105;_ylt=Avt.DND.RToV9AtnNpmZTcWp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFiNzZjZjByBHBvcwM1BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtdGh1bWI-/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19620359
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/ap_av/av_ap3_us/4e5052d35d79c6ce03db8e8e4350a376/36073105;_ylt=AqjEXxJzT0.S18gVOyLRjYqp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFhZnJqYzk1BHBvcwM2BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtbGluaw--/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19620359
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/ap_av/av_ap3_us/4e5052d35d79c6ce03db8e8e4350a376/36073105;_ylt=AqjEXxJzT0.S18gVOyLRjYqp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFhZnJqYzk1BHBvcwM2BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtbGluaw--/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19620359
http://news.yahoo.com/video/us/ap;_ylt=Aqlb5T.KEAHkJ2etkBHjrkqp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFiYXZjM2E2BHBvcwM3BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtcHJvdmk-
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/cbs5_sf/av_cbs_sf_5/22fd0ac516764feae4ef1c2e8fb54ec3/36072242;_ylt=AkHNzpgoPykNAHPpBMUc1Pup_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFiZW1vczI0BHBvcwM4BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtdGh1bWI-/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19605449
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/cbs5_sf/av_cbs_sf_5/22fd0ac516764feae4ef1c2e8fb54ec3/36072242;_ylt=AkHNzpgoPykNAHPpBMUc1Pup_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFiZW1vczI0BHBvcwM4BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtdGh1bWI-/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19605449
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/cbs5_sf/av_cbs_sf_5/22fd0ac516764feae4ef1c2e8fb54ec3/36072242;_ylt=AozQRDPBGbPgkgZQJ7YtRvqp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFhanRoYjYwBHBvcwM5BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtbGluaw--/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19605449
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/external/cbs5_sf/av_cbs_sf_5/22fd0ac516764feae4ef1c2e8fb54ec3/36072242;_ylt=AozQRDPBGbPgkgZQJ7YtRvqp_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFhanRoYjYwBHBvcwM5BHNlYwN5bl9yXzNzbG90X3ZpZGVvBHNsawN2aWQtZWQtbGluaw--/*http:/news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/19605449
http://news.yahoo.com/i/2825;_ylt=AtsJl2g.pNEECPN7KkWzMxup_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFjdjR1Nm8yBHBvcwMxMARzZWMDeW5fcl8zc2xvdF92aWRlbwRzbGsDdmlkLWVkLXByb3Zp
http://news.yahoo.com/i/2825;_ylt=AtsJl2g.pNEECPN7KkWzMxup_aF4;_ylu=X3oDMTFjdjR1Nm8yBHBvcwMxMARzZWMDeW5fcl8zc2xvdF92aWRlbwRzbGsDdmlkLWVkLXByb3Zp


complaints — even from state legislators in New Orleans, some 130 miles from the leaky
undersea well. 

"Their eyes were burning, they felt nauseated, they were smelling it," Levine said. 

Farther up the coast at Shell Beach, marina operator and commercial fisherman Robert
Campo said the smell gave him a headache as he collected oysters 20 miles offshore. "It was
rotten," he said. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has began round-the-clock air monitoring in
Gulf coastal areas and posting online hourly readings for ozone and tiny particles such as
soot. Both can cause respiratory problems and are particuarly aggravating for people with
chronic conditions such as asthma. 
Crude oil emits volatile organic compounds that react with nitrogen oxides to produce
ozone. Fires being set by the Coast Guard to burn off oil on the water's surface would
produce sooty, acrid smoke. 

"We don't know what the impacts are going to be yet," said Dave Bary, an EPA spokesman
in Dallas. "We don't know in what direction this oil will go." 
The potential for unhealthy air quality depends on a variety of factors, particularly the speed
and direction of winds that could disperse fumes and determine where they go, said Jonathan
Ward, an environmental toxicology professor at the University of Texas Medical Branch at
Galveston. 
With the leaky Gulf well some 50 miles offshore, Ward said much of the oil vapor likely
wouldn't reach land, although the potential for air pollution from the slick will remain as
long as the leak continues. 

Public health agencies in Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi advised people near the coast
who experience nausea, headaches or other smell-related ailments to stay inside, turn on air
conditioners and avoid exerting themselves outdoors. 

In addition to air pollution, officials also were guarding against health problems from tainted
drinking water and seafood. 
Some communities, including New Orleans, get their supplies from the Mississippi River. Its
southerly currents will prevent oil from drifting upstream to city intake pipes, and the Coast
Guard is making sure that any ships with oil-coated hulls are scrubbed down before
proceeding up the river, Guidry said. 
Even so, the state health department has ordered testing of municipal water systems near the
Gulf for signs of oil. 
"It's next to impossible that a high amount would get in," Guidry said. "Even if some got
through, more than likely the treatment system would eliminate it." 
The department this week began taking samples at seafood processing plants. Officials have
ordered a temporary moratorium on fishing in federal waters from the Mississippi River to
the Florida Panhandle, but sampling will provide benchmarks enabling scientists to track any
increases in contaminant levels once fishing is allowed to resume. 

Louisiana health officials said they believe fish, shrimp and other Gulf delicacies already on
the market are safe. 
"If we see increases in hydrocarbons or other contaminants, we'd stop the flow of seafood,"
Levine said. 



Even after the immediate crisis passes, risks could linger for years, said Gina Solomon, an
associate professor at the University of California-San Francisco medical school and a
senior scientist with the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
"Exposure to some of the chemicals in oil has been linked to cancer," Solomon said. "Those
chemicals can get into sediments in the Gulf, build in the food chain and be a long-term
problem in fish and shellfish." 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is working with epidemiologists in the
Gulf states to develop studies of health repercussions from the oil spill, Guidry said. 
Yet another hazard is direct contact with oil-saturated water — particularly for cleanup
crews and volunteers involved in animal rescue operations. 
When the container ship Cosco Busan hit a bridge and released 53,000 gallons of highly
toxic bunker fuel into San Francisco Bay in November 2007, officials managing the cleanup
ordered volunteers to wear protective suits, gloves and masks that later were discarded at a
hazardous waste dump. Some oil fouled beaches, which were closed to prevent danger to the
public. 
People working around the Gulf spill should be equipped with respirator devices and wear
heavy-duty gloves and protective clothing to guard against painful skin rashes, said
Solomon, who has treated patients exposed to oil fumes. 
"The workers absolutely need to be protected," Solomon said.

Ofia Hodoh, M.S.
USEPA Region 4
61 Forsyth Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA  30303

404-562-9176 (office)
404-562-8842 (fax)
hodoh.ofia@epa.gov
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